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In February 2003, prominent music producer Phil Spector was arrested on suspected charges for the murder of a young woman named Lana Clarkson. Several month into his trial, a French newspaper reported that Spector’s defense had been accused of hiding crucial evidence: a long, flat, white object that the defense refused to surrender let alone acknowledge. A week later, it was revealed that this object was a fingernail.

SPECTOR is about that week, an interval when a splinter of ambiguity lodged itself into the cultural imagination. Rodzielski has described this ambiguity as la mauvaise conscience—a guilty conscience or corrupted awareness whose insinuations preclude any objective observation, and therefore make creative projections possible. The works in SPECTOR traffic in this possibility, exploring gestures of disorientation and obstruction that pose an alternate life for an artwork, one based not on moral clarity but on imaginative flexibility. SPECTOR’s leitmotif, an aerial shot taken by 19th century photographer Arthur Batut, hovers between these two conceptions. In the corner of Batut’s photograph, a flat, obscure shape intervenes (the corner of the kite on which Batut rigged his camera): a form that, like Spector’s flat white something, both obstructs the image and suggests the kind of abstract evidence capable of transforming a picture into a vision.
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